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MEMORANDUM TO THE FILE 

Sue Robbins, IHSB, Superfund Section, DWM 
Wilmington Regional Office 
(910) 796-7411 
Susanne.Robbins@ncdenr.gov 
 

SITE:   Wilmington Iron Works 

 NONCD0001179 
 
DATE:  June 3, 2016 
 
RE: NO FURTHER ACTION MEMORANDUM  
 

A complaint of petroleum and turpentine odors was received by the Division of Air Quality in 2000, during 

excavation and construction of condominiums on the former Wilmington Iron Works property. Air Quality 

referred it to Water Quality.  Investigations indicated petroleum contamination which were addressed by 

the UST Section and plans for a No Further Action with residual contamination (benzene in groundwater 

exceeds 2L GW Standards) is in progress. There were three areas of the property that had/may have had 

underground storage tanks containing gasoline and diesel. 

The Site was a former metal foundry, machine shop, naval store, coal yard, and steam laundry facility.  

Turpentine was produced at the Site. IHSB obtained the site during a reorganization in 2008.  Site 

investigations were performed in 2015-2016 to determine if monitoring wells were still in place and to 

assess the site for possible sampling locations.  Monitoring wells have been removed and there are no 

accessible sampling locations on the subject property.  No crawlspaces were observed either.  It was 

determined that the only area accessible for installing a soil-gas monitoring point was an offsite parking 

lot located next to the new condo complex.  A proposal request for the State Lead contractor was 

prepared in March 2016 and a workplan was approved in April 2016.  Access to the offsite parking lot was 

not granted and no samples could be obtained.   

While talking with the offsite parking lot owner, she indicated that she was present every day during 

excavation and construction of the condos.  She indicated that she never smelled any turpentine or 

petroleum odors.  She also indicated that the person that complained about turpentine odors was angry 

that he wasn’t sold the condo property.  Sampling performed during UST investigations did not reveal any 

turpentine in soils or groundwater, however specific analysis for turpentine was not performed.  IHSB’s 

main focus was determining if turpentine is present in the soil-gas and if any risk to the residences is 

present.  No complaints of turpentine odors within a residential structure have been reported. 

No further action is warranted at the Wilmington Iron Works for the evaluation of turpentine vapors.     

 


